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to the quantities of food taken. Not only does it take a
longer time for larger quantities to be impelled on, but the
motor activity of the stomach walls is diminished by the
greater distension produced by the larger amount of food
present. Thus, pieces of meat are frequently found a day or
longer after ingestion. 3. The shorter or longer stay of food
depends on the amount of acidity, which varies in different
stomachs even within the border lines of health. 4. Much
variation even in health is caused by individuality, by presence
or absence of pepsin, hydrochloric acid, psychical factors, and
emotions (fright, fear, grief, or the opposite, as joy or

exaltation). We see, therefore, that owing to the many
physiological variations, which do not permit of any reliable
deductions even in the healthy, the forensic value of this
test must be considerably impaired.

DIRECT LARYNGOSCOPY.

Dr. KiRSTEIN of Professor Senator’s policlinic in Berlin
has devised a new method of examining the larynx and
trachea, in which the interior of these organs is seen directly
and not by the intervention of a mirror or prism. He does

not say, however, that his plan is applicable generally, but
only that in "many persons" it can be carried out. The

patient is placed on his back in the horizontal position with
the head hanging down, and an cesophagoscope is intro-

duced. A metal speculum in the form of a tube
about ten inches in length can then be passed behind
the epiglottis and illuminated by a "Caspar’s electro-

scope " and through it the larynx viewed with the naked
eye. It does not do for the observer to wear spectacles,
as these rapidly become dimmed with moisture. The tube
itself acts as a tongue depressor, being a lever whose fulcrum
is the edge of the upper incisors. Dr. Kirstein does not, of
course, suggest that this method should ordinarily be

employed instead of the common method of laryngoscopy,
but he thinks that in some cases it will be found capable of
extending usefully our methods of laryngeal and tracheal
examination, and he asserts that it is by no means so severe a
procedure as may be imagined, and that, especially if cocaine
is employed, it causes the patient no distress either at the
time or subsequently. 

-

THE AFTER-CARE ASSOCIATION.

THE annual report of the council of the After-care Associa-
tion for Poor Persons discharged recovered from Asylums
for the Insane has just been issued for the year 1894.
Attention is drawn to the fact that this association is

the only one in this country that offers the special
help afforded by it to those poor people who are recovering
from insanity. That such people are very often in

great need of help when discharged from asylums is

well known to medical men, especially those engaged
in the treatment of insanity. The general public,
though ready enough to think that people are often
sent to asylums unnecessarily, is very unwilling to offer

employment to those who have recovered from an attack of
mental disorder; and the popular belief that a man or woman
who has been ill thus may I I break out at any moment " and
is quite unfit to be trusted in any way is a strongly fixed one.
Hence the special need of such an association, which is really
entitled to all the help the benevolent can bestow upon it.
The number of cases assisted in 1894 was 118, as compared
with 81 in 1893, 100 being men and 18 women. Cases have
been assisted by being placed in the association’s con-

valescent home, by boarding them in country cottages,
by grants of money or clothing, by finding them occupa-
tion, and in other ways. It is satisfactory to noticE
that the receipts from subscriptions and donations shovi

1 See a preliminary communication in the Allgemeine Medicinische
Central-Zeitung, April 24th, 1895.

a fairly large increase for the year. Local district

secretaries have been appointed in many distiicts, and-

more lady guardians have become members of the

society. Instances are given of cases helped during the

year. The council invites the warm cooperation of the
medical superintendents of the various asylums and

guardians of the poor throughout the country. Since the
issue of the report the association has, unfortunately, lost
the services of its chairman, the late Dr. Hack Tuke, whose
interest in this work was well known, and who was also one
of its trustees. The secretary is Mr. H. Thornhill Roxby,
Church House, Dean’s-yard, S.W.

SAMPLES FOR REFERENCE UNDER THE FOOl)I AND DRUGS ACT.

WE have frequently commented upon the loopholes of

escape which the Food and Drugs Act affords to the seller
when those entrusted with the administration of the Act fail
to observe, it may be, some slight point when purchasing the
sample. In a case reported last week, however, a positive
blunder was committed, inasmuch as the bottle con.

taining the sample reserved for analysis at Somerset
House was only half full, the seal was not perfect,
the cork had been pierced, and the sample measured

only three ounces. An analysis by the referees was,
of course, impossible, not only on account of the amallness
of the sample, but also because the milk, having been

exposed to access of air, had undergone certain changes
which preclude a satisfactory analysis. As the magistrate
(Mr. Bushby) remarked, this was a serious reflection upon
the prosecution, as the sample in question had been retained
in the custody of the sanitary inspector of the parish, and
the case had broken down. The summons wa3 dis-
missed. In regard to milk especially, or other perishable
articles, it would be satisfactory if the Government cmid

. see their way to establishing a laboratory especially equipped
l for the immediate analysis of all duplicates taken under the
L requirements of the Act, whether their genuineness is sus-

pected or not. This step, it seems to us, cannot be utterly
e impracticable, but of course it would involve a good deal more- 

work than is done at Somerset House at present ; milk,
however, is one of the most important members of our food.
supply, if indeed it is not the principal article about the

,- quality and purity of which there should be no question.

THE HEALTH OF PROFESSOR HUXLEY.

WE are glad to be able to state authoritatively that theRight Hon. T. H. Huxley has lost no ground during the last
few days. His temperature is only very slightly raised, andthough he is still troubled by cough and expectoration, he is
able to take a fair amount of liquid nourishment, and sleep
well. His general condition remains weak.

WE regret to announce the death of Professor Carl Ludwig,
the eminent physiologist, which occurred in Leilzg on

April 25th. A short account of his life and work from the

pen of our Berlin correspondent will be found in another
column. We hope to publish a full obituary notice next
week. 

___

A TELEGRAM from Buenos Ayres says that advices recent

L there from Santos announce that yellow fever in its sevmst
form has broken out at Santos, the daily mortality beifg
six. 

___

, WE are asked to state that the Clinical Museum, Great
- Portland-street, is open every Tuesday at 2 P.M., tid that

there is a demonstration at 4 P.M.
--

THE subscription list to the Sir Andrew Clark 5lemorial

Fund will shortly be closed.


